
The Kirkcudbright International Arts Festivals 2004 

The Kirkcudbright International Arts Festivals took place in 2004 and 2007. They were built on an original 

Festival called the Kirkcudbright Arts Festival which happened in 1998. These International Festivals were 

geared specifically to bring into Kirkcudbright known artists who had significant impact in their home 

countries. 

The Festivals concentrated on visual art having only two music events in 2004, one in 2007 and two lecture 

programmes, one in each year as compliments to the exhibitions. Added to this in 2007 was a poetry reading 

of the work which was part of the Women for Children print portfolio. 

 

One of the most significant artists to be at the Festival of 2004 was Cai Guo Qiang from China who came to 

speak on his work as part of a programme of 5 sculptors including George Wyllie (Scotland) Arthur Watson 

(Scotland) Hideo Furuta (Japan) Kemal Tufan (Turkey). 

Both Festivals took months to set up as guarantees that artists from outside the European Union would 

have accommodation and per diems to sustain them while they were here in Scotland.  

This page concentrates on the 2004 Festival which was then called the New Kirkcudbright International 

Arts Festival.  

 

               

 



               

South African Curator Nonto Ntombela creating the banner advert for American Jazz star Noah Howard in 

2004 at the Royal Hotel in Kirkcudbright. Nonto came to help in both 2004 and in 2007. 

Noah and band kicking up a storm. 

              



The full programme for the 2004 Festival. 

 

 



 

Nada Ramadam (Egypt) arranger Michael Garrett and Eunhee Lee (South Korea). The Piano performances 

were held in the Parish Church of Kirkcudbright and included a new two piano arrangement of 

Mendelssohn’s Fingals Cave by composer Michael Garrett especially for the Festival. The two 

performances, one for the general public and one for local schools were heard by 2000 people. In 2005 

Eunhee Lee travelled to Egypt and the work was performed at the New Library of Alexandria.  
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Break the Silence in the Cochran Hall. 

        

  Cochran Hall. 

            

In the 2004 Festival only the Cochran Hall was the main venue carried most of the artists including Break 

the Silence. The Church Hall was operated independently although the Festival advertising helped them be 

known to the larger Festival audience. Three of the younger artists exhibited in the Belfry Cafe. 

 The Cochran hall is part of Kirkcudbright Academy and the school also lent us their media room for the 

lectures.  



 

       

 

                    

            


